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claim, when the parts of the body are all assembled
together by Prakrithi, Life manifests.
And to such a team of believers, death is dis-
appearance of the body,, and so of the life, into a
zero: "Out of zero the life comes, plays out its un-
certain games for a time, and into zero back again
it disappears."
This philosophy is but a hollow dum-dum to
any thinking individual; for, out of nothing a thing
cannot come nor can a thing disappear indeed, to
become nothing.
On examining closely the arguments of the Nihi-
lists, we can very easily find their self-contradicting
stand. They argue to establish that the Ultimate
Truth is Non-Existence. According to them, then,
Non-Existence existed, which is certainly a statement
of self-contradiction. Sankara takes up the same
argument to thrash the Nihilists out of the field of
serious consideration. If we are to accept the entire
argument raised by the Nihilists we have to conclude
that they have positively known the Non-Existence
State: that is, they have a positive knowledge of this
negative state called Non-Existence. To Sankara and
the Vedantins the Knower or the Knowledge that
knows the Non-Existence is the Supreme Truth, and
"the Knower in us knows no decay, disease or death3%
says the Sruthi.
Thus, a mere book-knowledge can only confuse
a seeker, since, there are different conclusions arrived